ANNOTATION GUIDE

*This guide will be used with all middle school novels.

What is annotation?

Annotation means adding notes, symbols, and thoughts to a text while you read. Good readers annotate to:

¢ Understand difficult passages
¢ Remember important ideas

¢ Ask questions

e Make connections

® Prepare for discussions or tests

Symbols

Meaning

Example

* Asterisk/ *Star

Important idea

Main point or key fact

? Question Mark

Question

Something confusing

[ Exclamation Point

Surprising or interesting

“Wow!” moment

@ Heart

Personal connection

Reminds you of your life

& Happy Face

Personal connection

Parts of the text you like, enjoy, or
find clever

Elements that are sad and/or

& Sad Face Personal connection
tragic

QO Circle Vocabulary words New or tricky word

Colors

@ Green Setting Setting and historical context

£ Pink Characterization Characterization, motivations,
internal conflicts (Always highlight
when a character is first
introduced.)

Yellow Dialogue Impactful dialogue, memorable

quotes, and figurative language ]

What to Annotate

1. Main Ideas

Underline or highlight:
e Topic sentences
* Key arguments
* Important facts

Example:

The water cycle is essential for life on Earth. &

2. Vocabulary Words

Circle unfamiliar words and write a quick definition nearby.

Example:

Erosion Q = wearing away of land




3. Questions
Write questions in the margins when something is confusing.
Examples:

e Why did the character do this?

e What does this mean?

e Is this fact true?
4. Connections
Connect the text to:

¢ Yourself

* Another book/movie

® Real-world events
Example:
¥ This reminds me of when I moved schools.
5. Predictions
Guess what might happen next.
Example:

# I think the storm will destroy the town.

Annotation Tips

Keep notes short

Use symbols consistently

& Write in the margins

& Highlight only important parts

Stop every paragraph or page to think

Why Annotation Helps

Annotation helps you:
* Focus while reading
¢ Understand difficult texts
* Remember information better
¢ Become a stronger reader and writer

Happy annotating! k& ¢*




